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Rev. James Pfefferkorn 

 
“Pastor Jim” 

937-244-1185 (cell) 
920-405-0151 (home) 

  
pastor@fccucc.net  

 
������������
��
�

Ivy Summers 
 

admin@fccucc.net      
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Christy Dunsmoor 
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Cynthia Finke 

Mabel Woodland 
Debbie Sampo 

 
Office hours: 

Tue, Wed. & Thurs. 
8-2 pm 

 

Phone: 
920-336-4038 
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From the Pastor’s Desk 
 
Please allow me to clarify information I shared last month regarding my work at 
Good Shepherd Services in Seymour. My position here at First Congregational 
is half-time – 20 to 25 hours per week. My position at Good Shepherd is for ten 
hours per week on Wednesdays and Thursdays between 9am and 3pm. I had 
been maintaining office hours here on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9 until 
noon.  My new office hours here are on Tuesdays from 9am until 2pm. (I 
trimmed my office hours by one hour to allow time for other job responsibilities 
here.) I am actually in the office on and off throughout the week, especially on 
Mondays and Fridays, but it’s an irregular schedule. I am always available by 
appointment at the church or in your home. Be assured that my work at Good 
Shepherd has in no way affected the amount of time and commitment I have for 
First Congregational! 

 
Lent: The Christian’s “Off Season” 

 
The Lenten season began with Ash Wednesday on February 17, and Lent takes 
up all of March. It’s a “down time” in the church, but in terms of mood, not 
activities. Lent is in fact anything but a time of dormancy, just as the Green Bay 
Packers are anything but dormant during their off season. 
 
For Christians this is a time of quiet introspection. For Packer management, coaches, and players, this is a 
generally quiet time of self-evaluation. 

 
As Christians we pause to recognize our “humanness” – the ways in which they 
do not yet quite “measure up,” despite being created in God’s image. The Pack 
pauses to recognize its own limitations. Like them we vow to shore up our 
weaknesses. 
 
Green Bay Christians would do well to evaluate their personal strengths and 
weaknesses. Recruiting additional cheerleaders is seldom enough. Recognizing 
the frozen tundra of their personalities that intimidates others could be a good 
starting point. Simply waiting for God to intervene would be akin to the Packers 
making no off-season changes whatsoever and then cancelling training camp 
as everyone simply awaits the start of the 2010 season. 
 
Bart Starr didn’t rest on his laurels. (Max McGee was somewhat a different 
story.) Neither should Christians. Lent is a time to regain momentum, replace 
bad habits and recruit added strength. 
 
May God bless you this Lenten season – and “Go Pack!” 

 



 

 

Notes from the Moderator  
March 2010 

Tim Wilmet 
 

Hello to all, 
 
By now, winter seems to be dragging on and on.  The encouraging thing, however, is that the Lenten season 
reminds us that Easter and springtime are just around the corner.  Much like the renewal of life we’re all used 
to seeing when the snow finally disappears; our church has renewed two committees that have not been a part 
of our regular functions for some time:  Personnel Committee and Pastor/Parish Committee.  I wanted to take a 
moment to share a few thoughts about the functions and purposes of each of these groups. 
 
The Personnel Committee is assembled to address issues related to the hired employees of the church.  
Duties would include, but not be limited to, performing annual performance appraisals for our employees 
(Music Director, Secretary, Pastor).  This committee has not been a part of our regular church functions for a 
while now, mainly because we had been without a pastor for an extended period; however, it has been newly 
formed with Jessie Pieper, Ludene Balke-Smits, and me as members.  Over the coming weeks, we will meet to 
discuss and reorganize the functions that would normally be a part of this group’s responsibilities. 
 
In addition, with Pastor Jim now on board, the Pastor/Parish Committee has been resurrected.  This committee 
is responsible for assisting in the flow of information, good or bad, between the congregation and the pastor.  It 
is the primary support group for the pastor and his family to share joys and concerns, confidentially or 
otherwise, with the church.  Its main purpose is to assure that the lines of communication always remain open 
between pastoral leadership and the church body.   Members include Terry Buechner (as a member of the 
Search Committee), Faye Klipstine, Phyllis McFadden, and me (as Moderator).  Items or concerns related to 
pastoral leadership can be given to anyone on this committee to be addressed should a particular 
congregation member have something he or she feels can’t be shared directly with Pastor Jim. 
 
My thanks go to the above committee members who graciously volunteered their time and effort.  As always, 
should you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me or any Church Council or 
appropriate committee member, and we will do our best to get an answer for you. 
 
God’s blessings to you, 
 
 
Tim Wilmet 

����
����
����
����
����
����
 



 

 

 
 

 We will have Mid-week Lent worship services beginning at 7:00 PM. We are still in need of readers 
for March 14 & 21 as well as April 4th. If you can read please sign-up in Workman Hall.  The Simple 
Supper and Bible Study have been  CANCELED due to attendance. Please join us for Worship 
each Wednesday during Lent beginning at 7:00 pm!  
 

7:00 PM Wednesday Lenten Worship 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Palm Sunday 
March 28th, worship at 10:00 am 

 
Maundy Thursday 

April 1st, worship at 7:00 pm 
 

Good Friday 
April 2nd, worship at 7:00 pm 

 
Easter Sunday 

April 4th, sunrise service at 7:00 am 
 

Breakfast after the 7 am service 
 

Easter Sunday  
worship, 10:00 am 

 



 

 

First Congregational Church Council 
Minutes 

February 16, 2010 
 
Present:  Pastor Jim, Tim Wilmet, Jody Wilmet, 
Debbie Sampo, Jan Meyer, Betty Weigel, Cynthia 
Finke, Mary Bain, Ludene Balke-Smits, Jessie 
Pieper, Michelle Pieper and Laurie VanDenElzen. 
Tim opened the meeting with a prayer. 
The minutes were reviewed via email and 
approved.  
Treasurer’s report was reviewed by Cynthia.  End 
of year expenses are higher than other months, 
therefore, the savings was dipped into to pay the 
expenses. The report was approved. 
Current/Pending Business 
Open and Affirming Church materials - Jody 
Wilmet is reviewing the materials. The next step will 
be a discussion on what we might want to do to 
move forward. 
Vital Church meeting – Tim has contacted Pastor 
Jan Davis. She will have knee surgery on February 
21st. She suggested three dates that will work well 
for her, they are March 27th, April 10th and April 
24th. These are all Saturday mornings. Betty 
reminded the group that some of the church 
members work at Christian Outreach on the 4th 
Saturday of the month, which eliminated all but 
April 10th. A light breakfast will be served, Cynthia 
will be in charge. The time will be 10:00 am to 
noon. Discussion on the reason the meeting is not 
planned after a Sunday service and on what the 
meeting are all about. The congregation needs to 
understand the purpose of the meetings. Ludene 
suggested a teaser during a service. Mary 
suggested doing the teaser after the first meeting 
when there are some suggested subjects. 
New Business 
Formation of a Personnel Committee – Tim 
suggested a personnel committee be formed again. 
The moderator should be on the committee along 
with two other church members. He asked if 
everyone would think about it. Jody, speaking from 
experience from the previous committee, 
suggested the council should be more of a part of 
the feedback. We have 4 employees and there are 
existing job descriptions. The committee members 
should have an approachable personality so the 
members of the congregation feel they can 
approach them in a confidential manner. Jessie 
Pieper volunteered along with Ludene. Ludene 
offered her home as a meeting place. Tim will 
arrange the meeting schedule. 

Committee updates – Updates were given by 
Debbie. Christian Ed has another teacher lined up 
for next year when they will need three classes. 
Nurturing and Caring delivered candy and 
valentines to some very appreciative members and 
birthday cards were mailed to the elderly.  
Pastor Jim’s Report – A hand out was given to all 
members. The Installation service is being planned. 
Pastor Art Wille will preach. Ivy has sent out 72 
invitations. Pastor Jim’s return from vacation was 
delayed by a day because of bad weather. The new 
laptop is working well. Pastor Jim started a part 
time job at Good Shepherd in Seymour as their 
Chaplain on Wednesdays and Thursdays from 9am 
to 3pm. His position includes a service on 
Wednesdays and a Bible Study on Thursdays, the 
rest of the time spent visiting. Twice a year there 
will be Sunday evening memorial services. New 
members joined on January 24th. There is a 
wedding planned for May 15th. He expressed 
appreciation for the anonymous donor who 
provided tickets for Pastor Jim and Brianne for the 
Valentine’s Dinner. 
 Pastor Jim received a flyer from FUCC of 
Green Bay’s Youth Group. They want to hold the 
sledding part of their youth event here on March 6th. 
The council agreed. Pastor Jim will let Becky know 
to see if our Youth Group would like to participate. 
 Scripture readers are needed for Ash 
Wednesday and the Sundays during lent. 
Open Floor 
Laurie has the materials about conserving the 
church history and will pass this on to Tim. 
Use of donated monies – Mary presented the 
suggestions to donators, who got back to Betty with 
their decision. We will move forward with the 
purchase of a new altar bible and the projector. The 
council voted to let Pastor Jim pursue the purchase 
of the Altar Bible with a purchase price cap of 
$250.00. Mary will continue to work with Luke to get 
the best possible price on the projector using 
options such as having some members of the 
congregation help with the installation. Researching 
fund raising options for the screen and remaining 
expenses. Suggestions given are: $10.00 cards for 
Younkers sale on Feb. 28th, Sisters Act play and 
salad lunch by the Methodist Church, Pancake and 
Porkie dinner, Chili dump, Spaghetti dinner, or a 
Bell Choir concert. 
Pastor Jim closed with a prayer. 
Submitted by: 
Laurie VanDenElzen 
Church Council Secretary 
 



 

 

 

Committees  will meet 

March 9th at 6:30 
 

Council  will meet  

March 9th at 7:00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Treasurer’s 
Report 

January was not a 
good month for the 
Treasury.  Our giving 
was down from 2 
previous months and 

we had Employee Taxes to pay Federal and State.  
De Pere water assessment, Membership 
assessment to the Conference, Pastor Health and 
Pension Per Capita Health Ins. were some of the 
bills we paid.  We took $5500.00 out of the savings 
to make the bills.  During Lent and Easter things 
should look better.  If you have any questions feel 
free to contact Cynthia Finke, Debbie Sampo or 
Mabel Woodland.      

 
 

 
Vital Church Meeting 

There will be another Vital church meeting on 
April 10th, 2010 from 10 AM – Noon. Jan Davis 
will lead this meeting. Please plan on 
attending. 
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Each committee has a contact person listed below; 
feel free to contact them with any questions 
regarding their committee: 
 
Council/Moderator:  Tim Wilmet 

     336-4887 
Worship:   Jane Conard 

494-4138  
Christian Education:  Carey Richards 

338-9588 
Property:   Jack Weigel 

336-4922 
Nurturing & Caring:  Joan Clark 

336-1120 
Creative Arts:   Betty Weigel 

          336-4922 
Finance:          Cynthia Finke 

            532-6278 
Outreach:   Debbie Sampo 

429-9098 

 

Property Committee  

 Your property committee has a Wish List: 
  
10—48inch 40 watt 1 and ½” Diameter 2 prong 
@ end Florescent Bulbs (Cool White) 
  
3---22 watt 8” Circular Florescent Bulbs 
  
12—18 watt CFL Bulbs 
equivalent to 75watt output 
  
200# Ice Melt 
  
1 package of Kirby Vacuum 
Cleaner Bags for Model 6 or Ultimate G 
  
Storage home for the outside white refrigerator 
until Harvest Supper next fall. 
  
Please contact Jack Weigel first at 336-4922 if 
you wish to supply any of these needs to avoid 
duplication or call Terry @ 336-5245 or Dan 
Sampo @ 429-9098 

 



 

 

 
This offering will be collected on March 14. 

 The One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) 
Offering, administered by Wider Church 
Ministries, is the refugee, relief and 
development fund of the United Church of 
Christ. It provides support to people in more 
than eighty countries.  
 The 2010 OGHS theme is inspired by 
John 21:15-17 when Jesus asks Peter, “Do 
you love me?” 
 If you are familiar with this scripture, you 
may know that after Peter confesses to loving 
Jesus, Jesus tells him, “Feed my sheep.” We 
too are called to care for all who are in need, 
just as God cares for each of us. Please 
donate on March 14th, Thank you!  
 
 

 

 
Thank you! 

Brianne and Pastor Jim are grateful to an 
anonymous donor who provided tickets for 
them to attend this year's Valentine Dinner. It 
was delicious and festive! Thanks! 
 
 
 
 

 
Reminder 

The nursery downstairs is for children 6 weeks 
to 5 years. Please try to abide by these age 
requirements. Thank you! 

CLEANING CREW NEEDED 
We are looking for someone or a 
group to clean the church for the 
month of March. If you or 
someone you know would be 
interested in helping out please 

call the church office or sign up on the wall in 
Workman Hall. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Happy Anniversary 
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Ted & Jane Conard   March 23 
Jim & Mary Jane Hemmy  March 26 
Ed & Jo Baldwin   March 28 
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Jenny Meeuwsen  March 6 
Craig VanDenElzen  March 8 
Blanche Kidney  March 11 
Austin Hendricks  March 12 
Kristin Iserloth   March 12 
Laurie VanDenElzen  March 21 
Fay Klipstine   March 26 
Ludene Balke-Smits  March 26 
Jane Conard   March 28 
Ruth Wilmet   March 30 
 



 

 

Worship Attendance 
 

FEBRUARY  2009  2010 
1ST SUNDAY    49  68 
2ND SUNDAY       47  47 
3RD SUNDAY    39  61 

4TH SUNDAY   28  ? 
Total    163  176 
Average   41  57 
 
 

 
Daylight Savings! 

Remember daylight savings ends on March 
14th. Don’t forget to set your clocks ahead on 
the 13th before you go to sleep! Spring is on its 
way…Yay!! 
 
 

VALENTINES DAY DINNER 
This year we served 63 with a profit of $967.00. A 
HUGE Thank you to everyone who came and 
supported the Valentine’s Day Dinner for the 
upcoming Summer Mission Trip.  I hope that you all 
enjoyed the meal and shared some good times with 
friends.  We certainly had a GREAT time turning 
the church into a little supper club.    
 
Also, I want to thank Cynthia Finke for helping in 
the kitchen all day Saturday, Jen Boudreau,  my 
family who comes from Antigo to support us, my 
daughter Angie who has taken many hours to help 
decorate, shop, organize to support us and my 
family for continuing to support Terry and I, they 
give up many hours of sharing our time together 
with them, so that Terry and I can continue to share 
opportunities to the youth, young adults and adults 
in experiencing the opportunities available during 
the Mission Trips.   
  
God has bless us and you all are such of big part of 
the blessing!! 
  
Terry and Becky 

 
 
The Mission Trip's next fundraiser will be Saturday 
April 24th  at Festival Foods in the Brat Barn. 
Come get your first brat!!!  We will be there from 10 
AM to 6 PM.  
 
The Mission Trips destination has been set and 
approved.  We are going to Wyoming, MI, we will 
be spending the whole week at a Food Pantry.  
We are supporting the UCOM--United Church 
Outreach Ministries.  We will be gone the week of 
July 12th- July 17th.  We will be home on the 18th  
of July.  
 
The list of confirmed folks going are:  
 
Anna Elwell 
Diana Bain  
Carol Tilkens  
Ron Baylor  
Stephanie Jordan  
Melanie Jordan  
Tiffany Jourdan  
Brittney Jourdan  
Lindsey  
Terry Buechner  
Becky Buechner  
 
We are very excited to be able to share the 
experience with the first all church Mission Trip. If 
you would still like to go and you have not 
confirmed your spot with us, please see Terry or I 
within the next week or so.  I have to rent vans and 
want to make sure we have enough space  
reserved.  
 
The youth group again this year will be visiting 
different denominations during lent as we have the 
past 4 years.  This is a great experience for them. 
 If there are adults who want to travel with us, 
please let us know. 
 
Terry and Becky 



 

 

 
Food Pantry 

In 2009 the Pantry served 1,053 families as 
compared to 532 in 2007. 
 
Current Needs: 
Jelly 
Chicken noodle soup 
Tomato soup 
Cream of Mushroom soup 
Canned fruit 
Baked beans 
 
Ongoing: 
Laundry Detergent 
Toilet Paper 
Personal Care Items 
 
Thank you, Ludene #619.3567 
 

 
Calendar of Events for  

March 2010 
3rd Youth Group 
 Wednesday Lenten Service 
 Worship, 7:00 pm 
4th Bible Study, 10:00 am 
5th World Day of Prayer 
6th Mid-winter retreat 
 Baby shower, 11 am – 4 pm 
7th Choir, 8:45 am 
 Sunday School, 9:00 am 
 Worship/Communion, 10:00 am 
8th Bells, 7:00 pm 
9th Committees, 6:30 pm 
 Council, 7:00 pm 
10th Youth Group 
 Wednesday Lenten Service 
 Worship, 7:00 pm 
11th Bible Study, 10:00 am 
 

14th Daylight Savings time begins 
 OGHS offering 
 Choir, 8:45 am 
 Sunday School, 9:00 am 
 Worship, 10:00 am 
15th Bells, 7:00 pm 
16th Lunch Bunch, 11:30 am 
17th St. Patrick’s Day!  
 Youth Group 
 Wednesday Lenten Service 
 Worship, 7:00 pm 
18th Bible Study, 10:00 am 
21st Choir, 8:45 am 
 Sunday School, 9:00 am 
 Worship, 10:00 am 
 Newsletter Deadline 
22nd Bells, 7:00 pm 
24th Youth Group 
 Wednesday Lenten Service 
 Worship, 7:00 pm 
28th Palm Sunday 
 Choir, 8:45 am 
 Sunday School, 9:00 am 
 Worship, 10:00 am 
29th Bells, 7:00 pm 
31st Youth Group 
 Wednesday Lenten Service 
 Worship, 7:00 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 


