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Someone asked me recently what the “IHS” on

Handbook of the Christian Year by Hoyt Hickman et al. IHS: The first three letters of “Jesus” in Greek 

(IHSOUS)   

� �������

� ������


� ���	��� ��

��������	
��
����	�
��	���������������������
���������	�
�	�����
����	������������ � � � ���������������� � �

��������	
����	�
���
��
����������
����������
����� ��

�����	
���������
��������
��	��	�����	��������
���� �����

���������� �����
�!"����
#�����	�
������
�����
���� �����

��"�

$��	��
��
�����	��
����
��������	�����
��
�
����
�� ���

��������� ��
������	���
���������
�������	�&�		
��
 ���'���
���	
�����%������
��"������


�������
#������������
���(���������
�	��������)��� 
����������
��
���"�*�
#����
������	�

��	��	������	��������
%	
���	�����
�
����
"�,#��

���
��	���������	���
�	���
��������
�������������
� ����	��%���	��������������
�	�����
��
�
"�

,	#���������
�	�
�(������	
)������
		
���
��
���	�� 
�	�� �

,	#��	��	���
����	�
��������	��"�-��
�
�������
���� ������ 
���	���	�����
�	"�$�
�
��������
��

���
��
�������������	�
���	��
�����
�.�����
������� 
�.��	
����
�
.	�
�
�����������"�����

�������	�
�������	
��

���	���
��
���	��
"�($������ ������	����������
	���
���	�)���������
�����	�


�	�������������
������ 3������"�/�������
������	�
�%
��
�	��
������4�	�
�
� ���������������

����
�	"�$��
�����
0��%�
�������
�
��%��

�"�1����� �����������������
0��%�
�����%��

���/��������

��� ��
���	�

����
�
�"���	����
�/����������%�
������������������ ����
 �	�
�����	��
����������	�
�����	���	���
"�&�
���
�%� ������

��	���	�/��#������
�	��
��
��������	�
�(������	
")� /����������	����	�
����������
�������
��������	��
	 �������	���	�/��#��

����
�
�	
�����
��

����
	�����������	�
�����
�
��
 �� �����������	�����
���

��/��#�����������	�
�������� ����"���	
�������

	��	#��	�
�	��
��
���������	�
��
���������

	�����( �
��
����
��	�������������	������) �

2�
�/��#��������
����
���
�
�������������	�����
��
 
��" �

Someone asked me recently what the “IHS” on the alter cross stands for. This information is from the 

Handbook of the Christian Year by Hoyt Hickman et al. IHS: The first three letters of “Jesus” in Greek 
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Rev. James Pfefferkorn 

 
“Pastor Jim” 

937-244-1185 (cell) 
920-405-0151 (home) 

  
pastor@fccucc.net  
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Ivy Summers 
 

admin@fccucc.net      
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Christy Dunsmoor 
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Cynthia Finke 

Mabel Woodland 
Debbie Sampo 

 
Office hours: 

Tue, Wed. & Thurs. 
8-2 pm 

 

Phone: 
920-336-4038 
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the alter cross stands for. This information is from the 

Handbook of the Christian Year by Hoyt Hickman et al. IHS: The first three letters of “Jesus” in Greek 
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From your Moderator 
 

Greetings to all, 
 
As I write these notes, it’s just a few days before Christmas, and I just can’t believe the holiday 
season is right on top of us once again.  My parents always said the older you get, the faster the time 
seems to go by, and that statement really has greater meaning for me with each passing year.  The 
holidays just sneak right up on me, and I know it’s the same for many of you.   It’s a very busy time for 
all of us, and the church is no less busy, especially during the holidays. 
 
I want to take this opportunity to thank the Christian Education Committee and all of our children for 
the wonderful job they did with their Christmas program on December 12th.  Carey Richards, Cindy 
De Neys, Kris Mattes, Debbie Sampo, and Mary Bain are to be commended for their patience and 
diligence as well as the terrific final product we all witnessed.  As well, special thanks to Lauren 
Wilmet for her excellent narration and to Barb Richards for sharing scripture with us.  We are truly 
fortunate to have such talented individuals within our church family.  The service was very much 
enjoyed by all who were in attendance, and it was a great kickoff to the Christmas season. 
 
As most of you know, Pastor Jim will be traveling to Ohio to spend Christmas with his family there 
and will be returning with his daughter for the following Sunday.  Again, I’m compelled to thank 
several people who will help lead the Christmas Eve Candlelight Service in Pastor Jim’s absence.  I 
offer sincere thanks, in advance, to Mary Bain for leading the service; Faye Klipstine, Laurie 
VanDenElzen, and Mary for their singing talents; and Christy Dunsmoor, Laurie, and myself for 
sharing special Christmas stories.  I hope to see all of you Thursday evening at 7:00 PM for this 
special Christmas Eve service. 
 
Finally, I would like to mention that shortly after the first of the year, planning will begin for our next 
Vital Church Meeting.  You may recall that the goals of a vital church are to make it more inviting and 
visible in the community as well as to have things happening that involve and invigorate our 
members.  As in earlier meetings, Pastor Jan Davis will moderate the program, and I plan to have a 
date set for sometime in the first quarter.  I hope that with plenty of advance notice and reminders that 
we might have participation by a greater number of members.  The more we have present, the more 
ideas we can bring forward and consider.  Should you have any questions or concerns relative to 
what being a Vital Church means, please feel free to call me. 
 
Happy Holidays and God’s blessings to all, 
 
 
Tim Wilmet 

 
 

 



 

 

  
Youth Group News…  

The Youth Group will be meeting the 1st and 3rd Wednesday’s in January from 6:30 – 8:30PM 

 

During the holidays don’t forget to keep collecting aluminum cans for the 
youth group, bring them to church or call Terry and he will pick them up. 

 

 

 A huge Thank you to all who bought and supported the Christmas Ornament’s 
for the upcoming Mission Trip.  I hope that you all enjoyed them as much as the 
whole Mission Trip folks enjoyed putting them together and spending quality time 
together.   



 

 

First Congregational Church  
Council Minutes 

 
December 8, 2009 
 
Present:   Ivy Summers, Pastor Jim, Tim Wilmet, 
Debbie Sampo, Jan Meyer, Betty Weigel, Cynthia 
Finke, Mary Bain, and Laurie VanDenElzen. 
The meeting was opened with a prayer from Mary. 
The minutes were reviewed via email then 
approved. A response email should be sent to Ivy 
stating the minutes were received. 
Treasurer’s report was reviewed by Cynthia. The 
month of November did not look too bad. Expenses 
included the new water heater, the light, drawer 
and sign. Cynthia went over the balances in the 
accounts. Discussion ensued on different 
possibilities for the donated monies. The report was 
approved. 
Current/Pending Business 
Skyline Ad – Debbie has copies of the ad which 
she has shown to the council members. We will 
receive 50 free copies to distribute to newer 
members of the community. 
Open and Affirming Church materials - Pastor 
Jim currently has the materials. There was 
discussion concerning setting a deadline for the 
church to make the open and affirming declaration, 
either the congregational meeting in 2010 or 2011. 
The council will revisit setting a date after Pastor 
Jim reviews the material. Everyone agreed that this 
is a step the church should take. 
Pastor-Parish Relations Committee formation – 
Terry Buechner, Phyllis McFadden and Faye 
Klipstine were asked to be on the committee and 
they accepted. Pastor Jim will call a meeting in 
January.  The by-laws state there should be four 
plus the moderator on the committee, but with the 
current size of the congregation the council agreed 
the appointed size is adequate. 
Letter to non-attending members – There have 
not been any further responses from the recipients 
of the letter. After discussion, it was decided to re-
instate the inactive list and move the recipients  of 
the letter to the list where they can easily be moved 
back into active membership if needed. 
Computer Fund/review – We are currently over 
half way to the dollar amount needed via donations. 
Mary will announce again this coming Sunday. 
Inventory  – Ivy and Cynthia will be working on the 
inventory. 
New Business 

Budget – Discussion on how the budget is 
constructed and who plays a part in the process. 
Committee updates – Property Committee 
attended, but most were not in attendance because 
of the storm. 
Calendar Items – The Christmas program will be 
this Sunday. The Christian Education committee 
will purchase the gifts for the students. 
 
Ivy’s Report -  Ivy planted a seed to have members 
of the congregation do the readings during the 
service. Pastor Jim had already decided to follow 
this practice during the Lenten season and then 
decide from there. 
Pastor Jim’s Report – A hand out was given to all 
members. The laptop was already discussed, an 
alternative was suggested, but decided on the 
currently picked laptop. A proposed Lenten service 
was reviewed. After discussion it was decided to a 
revision to reduce the overall time to no longer than 
2 hours.  There is a Family Systems Workshop on 
March 12 which Pastor Jim and another council 
member will attend. Pastor Jim will be with his 
family on Christmas, therefore, the Christmas Eve 
service was discussed.  Pastor Jim’s installation 
date has not been set due to Association 
scheduling. It will be in late January or early 
February. The remaining items on the handout 
included: visitation, portable communion set, youth 
group, bible study, knee injury, and the joint 
Thanksgiving service. 
Open Floor 
Tim talked to Jan Davis during Harvest Supper 
concerning another Vital Church meeting. 
We will be able to advertise on the radio for the 
Harvest Supper at a low cost with the aid of the 
company Laurie works for. 
Mary directed the council to a decision on a viable 
use for some donated monies which will be 
presented for approval. 
 Pastor Jim closed with a prayer. 
Submitted by: 
Laurie VanDenElzen 
Church Council Secretary 
 

 Committees  will meet 

January 12th at 6:30 
 

Council  will meet  

January 12th at 7:00 
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Each committee has a contact person listed below; 
feel free to contact them with any questions 
regarding their committee: 
 
Council/Moderator:  Tim Wilmet 

     336-4887 
Worship:   Jane Conard 

494-4138  
Christian Education:  Carey Richards 

338-9588 
Property:   Jack Weigel 

336-4922 
Nurturing & Caring:  Joan Clark 

336-1120 
Creative Arts:   Betty Weigel 

          336-4922 
Finance:          Cynthia Finke 

            532-6278 
Outreach:   Debbie Sampo 

429-9098 

 
 

 

 
BUDGET MEETING 

January 17th following worship we will be 
having our annual Budget Meeting. Please 
plan to attend. Thank you.  
 

 
 

CLEANING CREW NEEDED 
We are looking for someone or a 
group to clean the bottom half of 
the church for the month of 
February. If you or someone you 

know would be interested in helping out please 
call the church office or sign up on the wall in 
Workman Hall. A HUGE thank you to Jenny 
Boudreau for cleaning for November, 
December and January! Continued thanks to 
Terry and Becky Buechner for cleaning the 
upstairs of the church each week. Thank you! 

 

 

Property Committee  

  
Your property committee has a Wish List: 
  
10—48inch 40 watt 1 and ½” Diameter 2 prong 
@ end Florescent Bulbs (Cool White) 
  
3---22 watt 8” Circular Florescent Bulbs 
  
12—18 watt CFL Bulbs equivalent to 75watt 
output 
  
200# Ice Melt 
  
1 package of Kirby Vacuum Cleaner Bags for 
Model 6 or Ultimate G 
  
Storage home for the outside white refrigerator 
until Harvest Supper next fall. 
  
Please contact Jack Weigel first at 336-4922 if 
you wish to supply any of these needs to avoid 
duplication or call Terry @ 336-5245 or Dan 
Sampo @ 429-9098 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

Thank you 
I would like to thank everyone 
who helped with the outside 
Nativity scene. Ludene 
donated it, Jack got it all 
working and made a new 
manger for the baby. Rick 
Bain provided an outside 
electrical box for us and Dan 
Sampo built the barn, all with 
his own materials. Debbie 

hauled it over on a trailer and Matt helped shovel 
snow and set it up. Thanks go out also to Jenny. 
With such great cooperation it was up in time for 
the Christmas Program. Our thanks to all of you! ~ 
Betty Weigel  

 
Thank you 

I would like to express my thanks for the lovely 
Christmas display put up by Becky her daughter 
and all the others who helped. The hours it took 
really give us as members the true meaning of 
Christmas including the two Nativity scenes. 
~Mabel Woodland  

 
 

A Thank you from Pastor Jim,
I’m very grateful to Council and the 
congregation for the Christmas gift and being 
able to be with my family on Christmas. Thank 
you, and Happy New Year!  

 

 
Lunch Bunch 

Lunch Bunch will be meeting on January 19
at 11:30 am at Gallagher’s Pizza located at 
1927 South Webster Ave in Green Bay. If you 
would like to attend please sign up in Workman 
Hall.  

Thank you  
ould like to thank everyone 

who helped with the outside 
Nativity scene. Ludene 
donated it, Jack got it all 
working and made a new 
manger for the baby. Rick 
Bain provided an outside 
electrical box for us and Dan 
Sampo built the barn, all with 
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the Christmas Program. Our thanks to all of you! ~ 

press my thanks for the lovely 
Christmas display put up by Becky her daughter 
and all the others who helped. The hours it took 
really give us as members the true meaning of 
Christmas including the two Nativity scenes. 

 
Pastor Jim,  

I’m very grateful to Council and the 
congregation for the Christmas gift and being 
able to be with my family on Christmas. Thank 

Lunch Bunch will be meeting on January 19th 
at 11:30 am at Gallagher’s Pizza located at 
1927 South Webster Ave in Green Bay. If you 
would like to attend please sign up in Workman 

Reminder
The nursery downstairs is for children 6 weeks 
to 5 years. Please try to abide by these age
requirements. Thank you!

 
 

Treasurer’s Report
The treasurers are busy with all the end of the 
year bookwork.  The statements are being 
done; the budget is getting worked out for 
Council Approval.  The month of December 
was an okay month we were in the black by 
$274.00.  We paid our last OCWM payment 
and Christmas Fund.  Christmas Fund was 
$102.00.  We would like to thank everyone for 
their support during the year of 2009.
have any questions about the treasury or 
suggestions for us contact Cynthia Finke, 
Debbie Sampo or Mabel Woodland.
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Doreen & Andy Maes 

 
Reminder  

The nursery downstairs is for children 6 weeks 
to 5 years. Please try to abide by these age 
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The statements are being 
done; the budget is getting worked out for 

The month of December 
was an okay month we were in the black by 

We paid our last OCWM payment 
Christmas Fund was 

We would like to thank everyone for 
their support during the year of 2009.  If you 
have any questions about the treasury or 
suggestions for us contact Cynthia Finke, 
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Lisa Smet   January 5 
James Pfefferkorn  January 6 
Lindsey Maes  January 9 
Cindy DeNeys  January 12 
Cole Hendricks  January 12 
MacKenzie Kocken  January 19 
Debra Sampo  January 20 
Craig Martin   January 22 
Terry Howard  January 24 
Jo Baldwin   January 24 
Susan Turner  January 25 
Lee Meyer   January 26 
Barb Pfefferkorn  January 27 
John VanDenElzen  January 27 
David Meyer   January 29 
Mary Bain   January 29 
Amy Seidl   January 31 
 
 
 

Worship Attendance 
 

NOVEMBER  2008  2009 
1ST SUNDAY    44  51 
2ND SUNDAY       43  47 
3RD SUNDAY    35  51 
4TH SUNDAY   47  43 
Thanksgiving Eve   43  -- 
5th SUNDAY   --  48 
Total    212  240 
Average   42  48 
 
DECEMBER  2008  2009 
1ST SUNDAY    39  61 
2ND SUNDAY       49  94 
3RD SUNDAY    75 not recorded  

Christmas Eve   74  69 
4TH SUNDAY   13  41 
Total    250  265 
Average   50  66 

 

Calendar of 
Events for  
January 

2010 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1st New Year’s Day 
3rd Choir, 8:45 am 
 Sunday School, 9:00 am 
 Worship/Communion, 10:00 am 
4th Bells, 7:00 am 
6th Epiphany 
 Youth Group, 6:30 pm 
7th Bible Study, 10:00 am 
10th Choir, 8:45 am 
 Sunday School, 9:00 am 
 Worship, 10:00 am 
11th Bells, 7:00 am 
12th Committees, 6:30 pm 
 Council, 7:00 pm 
14th Bible Study, 10:00 am 
17th Choir, 8:45 am 
 Sunday School, 9:00 am 
 Worship, 10:00 am 
 Budget Meeting following worship  
 Newsletter deadline  
18th Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
 Bells, 7:00 am 
19th Lunch Bunch, 11:30 
20th Youth Group, 6:30 pm 
21st Bible Study, 10:00 am 
24th Choir, 8:45 am 
 Sunday School, 9:00 am 
 Worship, 10:00 am 
25th Bells, 7:00 am 
28th Bible Study, 10:00 am 
31st Choir, 8:45 am 
 Sunday School, 9:00 am 
 Worship, 10:00 am 
 
You make a living by what you get; 
you make a life by what you give.  


