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Rev. James Pfefferkorn 

 
“Pastor Jim” 

937-244-1185 (cell) 
920-405-0151 (home) 

  
pastor@fccucc.net  
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Ivy Summers 
 

admin@fccucc.net      
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Christy Dunsmoor 

 
�����������
Cynthia Finke 

Mabel Woodland 
Debbie Sampo 

 
Office hours: 

Tue, Wed. & Thurs. 
8-2 pm 

 

Phone: 
920-336-4038 
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From the Pastor’s Desk 
 
To everything there is a 
season, and the times, 
they are a-changin’ -- to 
quote Ecclesiastes and 
Bob Dylan in the same 

sentence. NFL football is about over, and baseball spring training 
is about to start. In the church Lent is about to start, and Easter 
can’t be far behind. If the groundhog doesn’t see his shadow, 
spring itself may be right around the corner! To everything there 
is a season. 
 
New seasons bring change. Here in the church it means 
Wednesday evening Lenten services starting in February. For 
me personally it means beginning a part-time position as 
Chaplain at Good Shepherd Services in Seymour. (My position here at First 
Congregational is half-time.) I begin there on February 10th, meaning a change in my 
office hours at the church. You can find me at church on Tuesdays from 9AM until 2PM. 
On Wednesdays and Thursdays I’ll be at Good Shepherd. 
 
Down the road is another change a-coming: We’ll be adding a second worship service, a 
contemporary service. I’m not sure what day and time it may be offered, so I’d like to hear 
from you when you think it should be.  
 
In the past few months we’ve welcomed six new members into the church, along with their 
total of five children. This brings change as well with added numbers and new ideas. 
 
We live in a fast-paced society that seems to thrive on change. We might as well embrace 
it! 
 
The one unchanging foundation in life is God. When all around us becomes unfamiliar, 
God is still the author of our lives. God is our rock.  
 
Let us anchor ourselves in God in these uncertain times. 
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Greetings, 
 
I hope the New Year is treating you well so far.  I wanted to briefly summarize the 2010 church 
budget for those of you who could not attend the Annual Budget Meeting following Sunday services 
on January 17th.  As a whole, the budget is fairly straightforward, with most of the line items similar to 
the 2009 budget.  There are, however, two major differences:  Pledged offerings for 2010 are down, 
and we now employ a pastor half-time where we had no pastor in 2009.  The result is a projected 
deficit of roughly $19,000 at this year’s end.  While this may sound excessive and a bit of a job to 
overcome, I can recall that this is not the first time we’ve approved a deficit budget and then ended 
that particular year with things looking pretty good.  The church currently has adequate cash reserves 
and investments to cover such a shortfall, but I’m hoping we won’t need to go in that direction.  I have 
faith in the members of our congregation and their willingness to work hard at any task presented to 
them.  I have faith in Pastor Jim and in the belief that with his leadership and our help, we’ll see new 
members in our midst.  And finally, I have faith in God.  I’m confident that if we all work together, we 
can achieve great things, even a solution to our budgetary issues. 
 
Thanks go out to Cynthia Finke and Debbie Sampo for their work on this year’s challenging budget 
numbers.  Should anyone require a copy for review, please contact either Cynthia or Debbie. 
 
In closing, please know that your Council continues to meet each month, working diligently to further 
God’s greater plan through our church.  As always, should any of you have questions or concerns, 
please contact me or any of the Council members, and we will do our best to provide an answer. 
 
Blessings to all, 
 
Tim Wilmet 

 
 

  
  

 First Congregational  
 United Church of Christ  

 Cordially invites you to the Installation of  

 

 James E. Pfefferkorn  

 

 as their Pastor  

 On Sunday, February 28, 2010 
 at 4:00 PM  

  
 Clergy are invited to robe and wear red or celebrative stoles.  

 Join us following the service for a festive meal  
 and fellowship in honor of Rev. Pfefferkorn



 

 

First Congregational  
Church Council Minutes 

January 12, 2010 
 
Present:   Ivy Summers, Pastor Jim, Tim Wilmet, 
Debbie Sampo, Jan Meyer, Betty Weigel, Cynthia 
Finke, Mary Bain, Ludene Balke-Smits, Jan 
Howard, Jessie Pieper, Michelle Pieper and Laurie 
VanDenElzen. 
The meeting was opened with a prayer from Jan 
Howard. 
The minutes were reviewed via email then 
approved. A reminder that a response email should 
be sent to Ivy stating the minutes were received. 
Treasures report was reviewed by Cynthia. We 
were presented with two reports, December and 
the full Year of 2009. The month of December was 
in the black. Debbie explained that there were left 
over monies from the previous year, therefore, 
there were not any funds transferred to the general 
fund until today. The reports were approved. 
Cynthia reported that two thank you notes were 
received. 
Pastor Jim had a mailing to pass to the council 
secretary, then the moderator and finally to Sue 
Martin. It has to do with preserving church records 
and memories. 
Jan Howard thanked the church for the gift that was 
given to her brother and his wife. She gave an 
update on his condition. 
Mary asked if anyone had ideas for use of some 
donated monies. Pastor Jim suggested a new bible 
for the Altar. Ludene suggested a hearing loop and 
described how it works. Mary suggested a screen 
and projector along with a Boom microphone. An 
outside storage shed was suggested by Betty. 
Cynthia suggested a second refrigerator. 
Current/Pending Business 
Skyline Ad – The copies have been received and 
are available to be given to any visitors. 
Open and Affirming Church materials - Pastor 
Jim passed the materials on to Jody Wilmet. 
Computer Fund – the funds have been raised and 
the computer is ordered. 
Use of donated monies – Mary reviewed the list 
that we had previously, in this meeting, completed. 
Mary will present the suggestions to donators. 
Vital Church meeting – Tim will ask Jan Davis to 
give us a couple of dates that would work for her 
which would also give us enough time to 
notify/invite the congregation. 
 
 

New Business 
Valentine’s Day fundraiser – Becky is seeking 
approval to serve wine. The council approved. 
Health Insurance/Pastor Jim – There was a 
miscommunication concerning Pastor Jim’s 
insurance, this will be discussed in depth during the 
budget discussion. Michelle had 
questions/comments concerning coverage which 
were answered. 
Committee updates – Updates were given by 
Debbie and Michelle. Nurturing and Caring had a 
busy Christmas season and are getting ready for 
Valentine’s Day. Christian Ed does not need to 
order any more materials for the spring. Pastor Jim 
is getting the Pastor Parish Committee set up. 
Calendar Items – Budget meeting is the 17th. 
Souper Sunday will be February 7th. Pastor Jim’s 
installation will be February 28th at 4:00. Ash 
Wednesday is Feb 17th. 
Ivy’s Report –  Ivy would like to purchase the old 
laptop. It is in very poor condition and will need to 
be wiped. The council agreed on $25.00. 
Pastor Jim’s Report – A hand out was given to all 
members. The Installation service will provide a 
light supper following. Pastor Jim’s vacation days 
will be Jan. 31 – Feb. 6 and April 5 – 11. Council 
approved dedicating the offering to the seminarian 
scholarship fund. Terry, Cynthia, or Tim will need to 
read a portion. Cynthia will be in charge of the 
supper. Vacation plans were discussed along with 
a few For Your Information’s. New members will be 
joining on January 24th. 
Open Floor 
Laurie asked if the Flags in the sanctuary could be 
moved to the northwest and northeast corners. This 
is now possible because of the pew is the choir loft 
is shorter and the other side was rebuilt to house 
the bell choir. How do you go about requesting this, 
council permission or the decorating committee? 
Council said it was fine with them and decoration 
committee, who was in attendance, looked at the 
positions and approved. The positioning of the flags 
was questioned.  Laurie researched this and 
printed them out to bring to the council. Here is the 
answer: “When displayed from a staff in a church or 
public auditorium, the flag of the United States 
should hold the position of superior prominence 
and in the position of honor at the clergyman’s or 
speaker’s right as he faces the audience. Any other 
flag so displayed should be placed on the left of the 
clergyman or speaker or to the right of the 
audience. The flag should always be positioned at 
the same level or above as the clergyman or 
speaker, never at a lower floor level. When the flag 



 

 

is not on stage but placed on the floor in front of the 
stage, the flag is to the right of the audience.” “The 
“Christian Flag”, when placed with the American 
flag, becomes a reminder that it is God that created 
freedom and in the hearts of our founders set the 
fortitude to fight for our worship rights.” 
Budget Discussion – Pastor Jim and Ivy were 
excused. The budget was handed out. There was 
discussion on the insurance miscommunication 
which will be explained during the congregational 
meeting. Other items were discussed. The budget 
was approved to bring to the congregation. Cynthia 
and Debbie were thanked for the work on the 
budget. 
 Ludene closed with a prayer. 
Submitted by: 
Laurie VanDenElzen 
Church Council Secretary 
 
 

Committees  will meet 

February 9th at 6:30 
 

Council  will meet  

February 9th at 7:00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Treasurer’s 
Report  

After much work on 
the Budget it was 
approved on the 17th 
of January.  We can 
now move on with our 

end of the year work.  December had a positive end 
with $274.44 in the black.  Our end of the year 
turned out better than what we had budgeted 
for.  Donations were made for the Spirit Circle, 
which was built by the confirmation class.  Other 
things purchased and done were the Lighting of the 
Cross & Pastor's computer.  The sound system 
was donated by the Morgan's.  Now we are looking 
at a new year with endless possibilities for the 
church Treasury.   Thank all of you for your 
support.  Cynthia Finke, Debbie Sampo and 
Mabel Woodland         
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Each committee has a contact person listed below; 
feel free to contact them with any questions 
regarding their committee: 
 
Council/Moderator:  Tim Wilmet 

     336-4887 
Worship:   Jane Conard 

494-4138  
Christian Education:  Carey Richards 

338-9588 
Property:   Jack Weigel 

336-4922 
Nurturing & Caring:  Joan Clark 

336-1120 
Creative Arts:   Betty Weigel 

          336-4922 
Finance:          Cynthia Finke 

            532-6278 
Outreach:   Debbie Sampo 

429-9098 

 

Property Committee  

 Your property committee has a Wish List: 
  
10—48inch 40 watt 1 and ½” Diameter 2 prong 
@ end Florescent Bulbs (Cool White) 
  
3---22 watt 8” Circular Florescent Bulbs 
  
12—18 watt CFL Bulbs 
equivalent to 75watt output 
  
200# Ice Melt 
  
1 package of Kirby Vacuum 
Cleaner Bags for Model 6 or Ultimate G 
  
Storage home for the outside white refrigerator 
until Harvest Supper next fall. 
  
Please contact Jack Weigel first at 336-4922 if 
you wish to supply any of these needs to avoid 
duplication or call Terry @ 336-5245 or Dan 
Sampo @ 429-9098 
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February 7, 2010
Pick up orders from 

First Congregational UCC
1018 Cedar Street, De Pere

All Homemade! 

‘Souper’ Pack

1 quart of soup (Chicken Noodle or Vegetable Beef)
1 loaf of bread, 1 plate of dessert

1 Quart of soup
1 Loaf of 
1 Plate of dessert
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February 7, 2010  

 

Pick up orders from 11:00 am – 1:00 pm  
 

First Congregational UCC
1018 Cedar Street, De Pere

 
All Homemade!   

 
‘Souper’ Pack  $10.00 

Includes: 
1 quart of soup (Chicken Noodle or Vegetable Beef)

1 loaf of bread, 1 plate of dessert
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1 Quart of soup   $5.00 
1 Loaf of bread    $3.00 
1 Plate of dessert   $2.00 
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First Congregational UCC  
1018 Cedar Street, De Pere  

1 quart of soup (Chicken Noodle or Vegetable Beef)  
1 loaf of bread, 1 plate of dessert  
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Ash Wednesday Services 
Ash Wednesday service will be held here at 
church on Wednesday, February 17th at 7 PM. 
We will also have Mid-week lent services 
beginning February 24th. See below for details: 
 

“The Lenten Lectionary” 
2010 

 
6:00 PM  Simple Supper  
  (soup & sandwich) 
6:30 PM Lenten Study Group 
7:00 PM Lenten Worship 

February 24 
Luke 4:1-13 

 
March 3 

Philippians 3:17-4:1 
 

March 10 
1 Corinthians 10:1-13 

Proverbs 10:12 
Romans 4:7; 6:1 

1 Peter 4:8 
 

March 17 
Psalm 32 

 
March 24 

Isaiah 43:16-21 
Philippians 3:4b-14 

John 12:1-8 
 
This is a simple Bible Study: no homework, no 
studying, just a bit of reading. Each week 
simply pre-read the Bible passages if possible. 

Free Childcare Available!  



 

 

 
Reminder 

The nursery downstairs is for children 6 weeks 
to 5 years. Please try to abide by these age 
requirements. Thank you! 
 

 
CLEANING CREW NEEDED 
We are looking for someone or a 
group to clean the bottom half of 
the church for the month of 
February. If you or someone you 
know would be interested in 

helping out please call the church office or sign 
up on the wall in Workman Hall. A correction 
to the monthly cleaning:  A huge Thank you 
to Jen for cleaning both the upstairs and 
downstairs the past 3 months. Jen -  
you have given Terry and I a much needed 
break. If anyone else can give up 1 and 1/2 
hours a week to help clean your church, please 
let Tim Wilmet or Debbie Sampo know.   

 
 
 

Christmas Ornament Sale 
The Christmas ornament sale for the youth 
group was a Huge Success.  We made 204 
ornaments, sold 200 of them and profited 
about 1000.00. This pays the way for 2 more 
folks to go on the Mission Trip. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Happy Anniversary 
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Norm & Mary Bressers  February 7 
Amy & Roger Seidl   February 28 
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Brianne Pfefferkorn  February 5 
Ed Baldwin   February 8 
Jan Meyer   February 10 
Aaron Smet   February 10 
Aubri Martin   February 13 
Mary Bressers  February 15 
Tim Hendricks  February 17 
Greg Bain   February 20 
Ryan Hyde   February 24 
Norm Bressers  February 25 
Emily Leahy   February 27 
Moriah Leahy  February 27 
Anna Bressers  February 28 


 
 
 

Worship Attendance 
 

JANUARY   2009  2010 
1ST SUNDAY    canceled 56 
2ND SUNDAY       45  62 
3RD SUNDAY    52  47 

4TH SUNDAY   ?  56 
5TH SUNDAY   --  ?  
Total    97  221 
Average   49  55 
 
 
 



 

 

The Green Bay Botanical Gardens will host its 
Friday "Soup with Substance Series"
other Friday 5:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m., Jan. 29
March 26.  This event includes recreation, 
education, music and food. Hike, snowshoe or 
blaze your own cross country skiing trail on the 
47 acres of natural beauty at Green Bay 
Botanical Garden. Then come inside t
Visitors’ Center to warm up with hot soup and 
hearty bread. Enjoy a topical lecture by local 
experts and relax to the soothing sounds of live 
music.  Advance tickets required; for more 
information please see
http://gbbg.org/p/news/id=11 or call Tonia 
Derouin, Marketing Coordinator, Green Bay 
Botanical Garden, 920-491-3691 Ext. 101
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Valentine’s Day Is for Christian Love
 

Valentine’s Day is for honoring love;
To show those we love we care.

Red hearts with tender sentiments
We send, our love to share. 

So on Valentine’s Day we’re reminded
Of our very first Christian goal:

To love the Lord with all our heart
And all our mind and soul. 

To love our neighbor as ourselves
We are also told to do, 

So let’s live our love by the Bible;
It’s God’s word, flawless and true.

If we give this Christian Valentine first,
We’ll never run out of love,

For infinite love will come to us
From God in heaven above.

 
By Joanna Fuchs 

 
The Green Bay Botanical Gardens will host its 
Friday "Soup with Substance Series" every 

8:30 p.m., Jan. 29-
This event includes recreation, 

Hike, snowshoe or 
blaze your own cross country skiing trail on the 
47 acres of natural beauty at Green Bay 

Then come inside the 
Visitors’ Center to warm up with hot soup and 

Enjoy a topical lecture by local 
experts and relax to the soothing sounds of live 

Advance tickets required; for more 
information please see 

or call Tonia 
Derouin, Marketing Coordinator, Green Bay 

3691 Ext. 101 

Valentine’s Day Is for Christian Love 

honoring love; 
To show those we love we care. 

Red hearts with tender sentiments 
 

So on Valentine’s Day we’re reminded 
Of our very first Christian goal: 

To love the Lord with all our heart 
 

ighbor as ourselves 

So let’s live our love by the Bible; 
It’s God’s word, flawless and true. 

If we give this Christian Valentine first, 
We’ll never run out of love, 

For infinite love will come to us 
From God in heaven above. 

Calendar of Events for 
February

 
1st 7:00 pm Bells 
 Pastor Jim on vacation 
3rd 6:30 pm Youth Group
4th 10:00 am Bible Study
7th Pastor Jim back from vacation 
 Souper Sunday 
 8:30 am Choir 
 9:00 am Sunday School
 10:00 am Worship/Communion
8th 7:00 pm Bells 
9th 6:30 pm Committees
 7:00 pm Council 
11th 10:00 am Bible Study
13th 4:30 & 7:00 pm  
 Valentine’s Day Set Dinner
14th Valentine’s Day 
 8:45 am Choir 
 9:00 am Sunday School
 10:00 am Worship 
15th 7:00 pm Bells 
16th 11:30 am Lunch Bunch
17th 7:00 pm Ash Wednesday Service
18th 10:00 am Bible Study
21st First Day of Lent  
 8:45 am Choir 
 9:00 am Sunday School
 10:00 am Worship 
 Newsletter Deadline
22nd 7:00 pm Bells 
24th Lenten Lectionary
 6:00 pm Simple Supper
 6:30 pm Lenten Study Group
 7:00 pm Lenten Worship
25th 10:00 am Bible Study
28th 8:45 am Choir 
 9:00 am Sunday School
 10:00 am Worship 
 4:00 pm Pastor Jim’s Installation 
 Festive Meal and Fellowship to follow
 
 
  
 
 

Calendar of Events for  
February  2010 

 

Pastor Jim on vacation  
6:30 pm Youth Group 
10:00 am Bible Study 
Pastor Jim back from vacation  

9:00 am Sunday School 
Worship/Communion 

6:30 pm Committees 

10:00 am Bible Study 

Valentine’s Day Set Dinner  

9:00 am Sunday School 
10:00 am Worship  

11:30 am Lunch Bunch 
7:00 pm Ash Wednesday Service  
10:00 am Bible Study 

 

9:00 am Sunday School 
10:00 am Worship  
Newsletter Deadline 

Lenten Lectionary  
6:00 pm Simple Supper 

Lenten Study Group 
7:00 pm Lenten Worship 
10:00 am Bible Study 

9:00 am Sunday School 
10:00 am Worship  
4:00 pm Pastor Jim’s Installation  
Festive Meal and Fellowship to follow  


